November 6, 2007 – Road Safety Advisory Committee Meeting Highlights

The November 6, 2007 of the Road Safety Advisory Committee meeting held at the Driftwood Key clubhouse revealed some interesting information.  There were quite a few members of the public attending as guests, all of whom had to wait until the end of the meeting to speak up and offer their comments and opinions. Those comments and opinions appeared to be uniformly negative regarding the recent installation of speed bumps/speed tables on Twin Spits Road and Hood Canal Drive.  

Several of the committee members, in turn, expressed frustration at these voices only being heard now, and not having spoken up earlier during the multi-year process which led to the installation of these devices.  While the complaining committee members certainly have a point on that, it is, of course, only natural that the proponents of these devices (the people who perceived a problem, and wanted something done about it) would dominate the committee process over the last couple of years, and that their voice would receive an unwarranted appearance of strength when it came time for the County to decide what to do.  Now that the entire Hansville community is being affected by these devices, because of their placement on the two primary collector/distributor roads that feed traffic in and out of the area, the dissenting body of opinion is now being heard, and appears to be growing.

1.
More speed bumps on the way for Twin Spits Road? 

One of the concerns expressed by at least one of the guests was that these speed tables/speed bumps are the only the beginning, and that Hansville will soon be populated by speed tables/speed bumps everywhere.  A couple of committee members strenuously rejected that idea, and one of the committee co-chairs stated that the tables that have been installed are the only ones that are planned and that no more are planned or anticipated.

Is that really true?  One of the items on the meeting agenda was a somewhat cryptic entry regarding Twin Spits Road, apparently placed on the agenda by a committee member who lives in the 4400 block of Twin Spits Road, which would be about ¼ mile west of Hood Canal Drive.  This person has been a vocal supporter of the speed tables, as well as enhanced law enforcement ticketing efforts in the area.  This item on the agenda – along with many others – had to be postponed to next month because of the substantial public attendance at the meeting and the opinions that those people wanted to voice.  However, it does not take a rocket scientist to make an educated guess what this member’s agenda is, and where this is headed.  The people in downtown Hansville and Cliffside have now gotten their speed bumps in front of their houses, and it seems pretty likely that this person now wants her own speed bump in front or near her house.  Can you see where this is headed?

The apparent disconnect between the perceptions of most of the committee over the last year or two, and those of the greater Hansville community as a whole, was provided, surely unintentionally, by another committee member who lives in the 7300 block of Twin Spits Road, right in downtown Hansville, and who is the beneficiary of the several new speed tables in that area, one of which is right in front of her home.  When each of the committee members were asked to briefly state their own experience with the newly installed speed tables/speed bumps, and comments they’ve heard from others whom they know, this person stated that “the people who are affected by the speed tables” were uniformly in support of them and favor them.  But another committee member pointed out that this person was confusing the issue, because she was referring to people who live adjacent to these devices, and who thereby are benefited by them, whereas these devices “affect” everyone who must use Twin Spits Road.   This failure to acknowledge that the devices benefit a select few people, while burdening everyone who uses these roads, seems to be widespread among the committee membership.

2.
Campaign to reduce speed limit on Hansville Road

Did you notice the traffic counter hoses on Hansville Road next to Gust Halvor Road, which mysteriously appeared over the night of November 7-8?    It is no mystery at all – at least to selected people in that area.  

There is an ongoing effort by some in the Finn Creek agricultural area (the uplands area along Hansville Road beginning just south of Gust Halvor Road and continuing northbound along Hansville Road to the “Welcome to Hansville” sign) to get the speed limit in that area reduced.  This claim is based on the alleged presence of lots of farm equipment and tractors on the road, and the presence of wildlife in the area (the latter hardly being a new revelation for those who have lived in Hansville for any period of time, as there is wildlife throughout the north end of the county and often seen on and adjacent to the roadways).  One of the committee co-chairs then explained that there was a recent county analysis of the entire Hansville Road route from SR-104 northward, which resulted in reduction of speed limits in certain areas where the County found the data warranted that.  But the County did not find any reduction warranted in the Finn Creek area.  The Finn Creek group, or at least those who want lower speed limits, does not want to let this issue die, so they will be pressing the County for further action, and pressing the RSAC to take up this cause on their behalf.  So, expect ongoing efforts to further reduce the functionality of this primary county road.

3.
The committee wants to hear from you!

Your voice is important to the committee! The committee encourages public attendance and comment as the merit and efficacy of these speed table/speed bump devices continue to be debated, and as the committee moves forward with efforts to take other action affecting motor vehicle operation in the Hansville area.  Committee meetings are held the first Tuesday of every month, at 7:00 p.m. at the Driftwood Key clubhouse, and interested members of the public are encouraged to attend and offer their opinions and comments, seek answers to their questions, and hear from the committee why it is doing what it is doing.   

